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EDITORIAL: TRANS
RIGHTS SHOULD
BE A PRIORITY FOR
ALL STUDENTS
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Campus
offices
move
around

BY LEAH BROWN

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Within the past year, WKU has undergone many changes on campus
with construction and renovations
to buildings, the largest project being
Downing Student Union.
One project that most students
probably did not know about was the
preservation and restoration of the
original president’s home, the Craig
Administrative Center, located across
from the Kentucky Museum.
President Gary Ransdell said the
building is an important part of WKU's
history.
“Once the Alumni Association
moved out and moved into the new
Augenstein Alumni Center, this house
began to deteriorate quickly," Ransdell said. "We had to make a decision
whether to restore it or tear it down,

WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD

Frankfort senior AJ Snipes, 23, repels down the open face of the WKU Challenge Course as Hebron senior Thomas Kinman,
21, ascends the rock wall. Students in the Recreation Administration major have the option to complete REC 439: Challenge
Course Facilitation, for a concentration in Outdoor Recreation.

Learning the

SEE OFFICES PAGE A2

AARC focuses
on retention

Ropes

BY BRITTANY ELDRIDGE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Academic Advising and Retention Center brought in some new
changes following the beginning of
the 2014 fall semester. The Learning Center, dorms and the Fine Arts
Center will no longer have monitored
study halls. Russell Curley, director of
AARC, said the AARC is all about retention.
“We have a limited budget,” he
said. “And so we have to decide what
we can and can’t afford. We’ve had to
make some cuts and so we looked at
all of our program, and the monitored
study hall was a passive program.”
Most of the students that came to the
monitored study hall were required to
attend, but most didn’t make an appearance.
“Students resented it,” Curley said.
“It was very inconvenient for them.”
Upon looking at the programs offered at the AARC, Curley said that the
monitored study halls didn’t serve the

SEE AARC PAGE A3

WHAT YOU SHOULD
BE READING TODAY
» Life: Graduate student
works to improve water
literacy in Africa B1
» Calendar: See what there
is to do in Bowling Green
this week by checking out
the Herald calendar B3
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Ropes provide challenge, team building
BY KIERSTIN KIRK

LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

H

idden behind WKU’s agricultural farm, a large, grassy area plays host to
a giant, towering wooden structure with a series of nets, dangling ropes
and zip lines, suspended 40 feet above the ground.
On the ground level, colored noodles and small, square fabric patches litter
the green grass, as wooded trails lead off to various other challenges. All of these
make up the WKU Challenge Course.
The course, located off Nashville Road, offers a plethora of outdoor challenge
activities, ranging from those taking place on the aforementioned wooden structure, the High Course, and those taking place on the various trails and grassy
areas surrounding it, the Low Course.
“It’s an opportunity for participants to grow, challenge themselves and try new
things,” Tammie Stenger-Ramsey, associate professor of kinesiology, recreation
and sport, said.
SEE ROPES PAGE A2

iWKU adds update
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
For students who may have trouble keeping
track of all the events at WKU, a simple phone app
may help.
iWKU, the official mobile app of WKU, has been
updated for the start of the new school year.
The 4-year-old app allows students to view bus
schedules, lab availability, personal meal plans
and more.
Gordon Johnson, WKU’s chief Information
Technology officer, said the idea for the app came
from the trend of other universities having an app
of their own.
Students can access maps of campus that feature a geolocation tool so they can get directions
to class based on their current location.

SEE APP PAGE A3

BRAND NEW APARTMENTS COMING AUGUST 2015!

SHORT WALK TO CAMPUS • ROOFTOP SPLASH POOL • STUDY CENTER • ON-SITE PARKING

MIDTOWNBG.COM

SEE REGENTS PAGE A2
270-495-4205
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Continued from Front
Many groups have ventured out
onto the course either for a class or as
a team building exercise. Participants
challenge themselves mentally and
physically, strengthening their teamwork skills as they go.
“We are always open to campus
groups coming out. We encourage
this by offering reduced prices to
WKU affiliated groups,” Brooks Riddlesperger, a graduate assistant at the
course, said.
Riddlesperger has worked on other
courses, both as a student and professionally, especially at his alma mater,
the College of William and Mary.
“I was introduced to them (ropes
courses) in a class… at William and
Mary,” Riddlesperger said. “I have also
worked for a summer camp where I facilitated a course as part of my responsibilities.”
Riddlesperger is partnering his challenge course background, both at
aforementioned locations and now at
WKU, with a degree in recreation and
sports administration, with a certificate in outdoor leadership.
“I believe the challenge course is a
great asset to WKU," Riddlesperger
said. "It offers an alternative to the
traditional classroom. It also offers a
means for groups to grow and become
stronger."
Discussions about building a challenge course started in the 1990s, but it

OFFICES

Continued from Front
and we couldn’t let that happen.”
The home opened last week and was
named after WKU’s original alumni
director, Billy Craig. It once was the
home for the first three WKU presidents: Henry Hardin Cherry, Paul L.
Garrett and Kelly Thompson.
“Henry Hardin Cherry died in this
house,” Ransdell said.
It now serves as an office to Ransdell,
General Counsel Deborah Wilkins,
President Assistant Julia McDonald
and Freida Eggleton, who will work
part-time and handle NCAA academic
compliance duties.
Wilkins said she enjoys the new office
space.
“I have a soft spot for old houses
anyway,” Wilkins said. “I’m just happy
to see it fixed up and back the way it
should’ve been.”
With Ransdell’s old office vacant,
Vice President for Public Affairs Rob-

wasn’t until roughly 2004 and 2005 that
the actual planning for the course began.
“The challenge course was a collaborative effort between the intramural-recreational sports department,
the kinesiology, recreation and sport
department, and the department
of agriculture,” Riddlesperger said.
“This three department partnership
is unique among collegiate challenge
courses.”
Construction on the course was
started in 2006, and in 2007 the course
was finally finished and ready to be explored.
“The High Course was built by an
outside company named Cornerstone,” Riddlesperger said. “A majority of the Low Course and trails were
built as part of class assignments. We
continue to add and modify things as
needed.”
The Challenge Course is essentially
used as an additional learning tool,
Riddlesperger said. Many classes and
groups utilize the course to simply promote skills like problem solving and
team building. Gatton Academy uses it
at the beginning of the school year as a
unique way to have new students meet
their classmates.
“I had a great time getting to bond
with my classmates while participating
in the challenge course,” Tom Seibold,
a Louisville junior and Gatton alumnus, said. “It was a fun experience that
allowed us to get to know each other
in a way that would have taken a very
long time in the classroom.”

bin Taylor and colleagues moved to his
former suite in the Wetherby Administration Building.
Ransdell said the first floor of the
renovated building is open to be used
by students, faculty and staff. The floor
contains a library, living room, dining room and a small meeting room.
Those interested in reserving space in
the restored building can contact McDonald for arrangements.
The house was one of the original,
historic buildings on campus built in
1931 by architect Brinton Davis, Ransdell said.
Davis also designed Van Meter Hall,
Snell Hall, Helm Library, Gordon Wilson Hall, the Industrial Education
Building, Schneider Hall, the Kentucky
Building, Cherry Hall, the Heating
Plant and the Colonnade.
“He was the original campus master
planner for the first 30 years of our history,” Ransdell said. “Most people don’t
know the original campus master plan
when the university was founded.”

Saturday September 13th, 2014
11 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Beneﬁtting The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society

Live Music
-JWFNVTJDXJMMTUBSUBUQNPOUIFMPU

The Heidi Burson Band .U7JDUPS3FWVF
'BUCPY'SJFOET

Featured Brews
4BNQMFUSBEJUJPOBMGBWPSJUFTBOETQFDJBMUZCSFXT
JOUIFQBSLJOHMPUPSGSPNUIFCBSJOTJEF

"CJUB "ZJOHFS  Bell’s %FTDIVUFT
Dogﬁsh Head  Founders  )BNNFSIFBSU
Lefthand  Prairie  4DIMBnZ  4IJQZBSE
Sierra Nevada  Stone  8FJIFOTUFQIBO
West 6 BOENBOZNPSF

1035 Chestnut St. Bowling Green, KY (On the Corner of Chestnut and 11th)
 tGBDFCPPLDPN.FMMPX.VTISPPN#(
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Tennis courts at
South Campus
finished
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The construction of the new tennis courts is complete.
Debbie Pace, project manager at Capital Construction, said
the tennis courts are undergoing some final touches now.
“The tennis courts were about completed at the end of August,” Pace said. "Now they just have sod to lay."
Pace said the entire project cost about $220,000.
The construction of the courts began in October of last year.
WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD The courts are located at South Campus, adjacent to the intramural fields. They will be used for practice and competition by
The WKU women's tennis team practices on the newly constructed tennis courts at South Camthe tennis team, as well as for intramural sports.
pus. The courts are intended for use by the WKU tennis team and intramural sports.

WKU and UPIKE partner Crime reports
to improve healthcare
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.CON
WKU is collaborating with the University of Pikeville to help meet healthcare needs in the eastern end of the
state.
The two universities announced their
partnership Thursday, Aug. 28.
WKU will be extending three healthrelated master’s degree programs to
the students of UPIKE.
WKU President Gary Ransdell said,
“What is particularly interesting is the
fact that you have a private institution
and a public institution partnering and
that’s rare in Kentucky.”
UPIKE President James Hurley asked
if WKU could help facilitate the provision of better healthcare in eastern
Kentucky, according to Ransdell.
WKU had all the degree programs the
university was looking for in a partnership.
John Bonaguro, dean of the College
of Health and Human Services at WKU,
said there is a shortage of health professionals, particularly in speech pathology,
social work and health care administration, in the eastern Kentucky area.

“We’re able to deliver programs that
would help them fill some of those vacancies for those health professions,”
Bonaguro said.
WKU will now offer programs in communication disorders and healthcare
administration. Both will become available in the fall of 2015. WKU will also offer a program in Master of Social Work at
UPIKE, available in the fall of 2016.
“It makes sense that we would go in
and offer these degree programs in
Pikeville,” Ransdell said. “It’s easy for
them. They don’t need to worry about
accreditation. It works well for both institutions.”
All of the classes are offered online.
Ransdell said both sides will benefit.
“Pikeville wins and we gain value
from it as well,” he said. “It’s a pretty
neat collaboration.”
UPIKE established the Kentucky College of Optometry in 2014, the first optometry school in the state and 22nd in
the country. UPIKE will also be offering
WKU students the opportunity for careers in optometry.
“I expect we will continue to explore
possibilities in the future with the University of Pikeville,” Ransdell said.

• Covington freshman Justin Vandusen of Zacharias Hall was cited
for possession of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia on Avenue of
Champions on Sept. 5.
• WKU Police Department responded
to a heat detector alarm in room 175
of the Fine Arts Center on Sept. 5.
• Florence freshman Jaliyah Maupin
of Pearce-Ford Tower reported her
purse and contents stolen from
her room on Sept. 5. The estimated
value of the stolen property is
$135.00.
• Paducah freshman Jacob Humphrey of Hugh Poland Hall was

arrested on the corner of Alumni
Avenue and Center Street for alcohol intoxication in a public place
on Sept. 5.
• Bowling Green freshman Mushari
Alotaibi was arrested on Kentucky
Street for disregarding a traffic
control device, no operators license
and DUI on Sept. 6.
• Evansville freshman Elih Tani of
Barnes-Campbell Hall was cited for
possession of alcohol by a minor
on Sept. 6.
• Gallatin, Tennessee junior Tanner
Cole reported his bike stolen from
behind the Student Publications
Building on Sept. 8. The estimated
value of the bike is $70.

Correction

Due to a Herald error, one of the fraternities mentioned in the NPHC Yard
Show story was incorrectly named on page A2 of the Sept. 4 issue.
The proper name of the fraternity is Alpha Phi Alpha.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are brought
to reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report
a correction, or email us at editor@wkuherald.com.

APP

Continued from front

The app also connects students to
news stories and videos from WKU
News and the Student Government
Association. There is also a function
where students are able to check up on
various WKU events, including WKU
sports schedules and scores.
Johnson said the new update includes a function where students can
look up their course schedule.
From their schedule, students can
access course times and syllabuses,
and even get directions to any of the
buildings on campus.
Paducah freshman Katherine Culbertson said she finds the course schedule helpful.
“I use it to find my classes and get on
Blackboard,” she said.

AARC

Continued from front

entire student body, and with DSU
having a new 24-hour study lounge,
they were cut.
“It was a decision on priorities,” he
said.
The AARC has decided to transform
the former study hall into an Active
Learning Lab. The lab will consist of
a series of competency-based workshops offered to students in areas like
academic planning, study skills, test
taking skills and other programs that
can help students handle academic
difficulty.
“We wanted our programs to be more
proactive,” Curley said.
Competency-based means that the
AARC will actually teach the students
skills that are a part of the workshop
and they will have the opportunity to
demonstrate those learned skills.
“They (workshops) will become
the main components of BEP (Best

Another update that was added in
July includes the option to sign up for
WKU emergency text alert notifications.
The recent updates and the beginning of the school year led to an increase in app traffic.
“On the first day of classes we had
47,000 hits,” Johnson said. “In the past
three months we’ve had 8,000 new users.”
The free app can be downloaded
from Android and iPhones. Windows
phones can go to i.wku.edu and find
the same functions.
Johnson said he would like to develop a way for students to contribute
ideas for new features on the app.
“I’m thinking about creating a Twitter for new ideas,” Johnson said. “We’re
trying to be sensitive to what is of value
to students.”

Expectations Programs) and STEPS
(Success Through Evaluation, Placement, and Support),” Curley said.
BEP and STEPS are programs AARC
offers to help students with academics.
Another of these changes was the decision to re-evaluate the tutoring program. Christopher Jensen, associate
director of AARC, said that the goal is to
make the largest impact as possible for
the tutoring programs.
“We’re looking at the courses that are
high enrollment and high need for students, and we’re going to start catering
more towards those,” Jensen said.
AARC also plans to introduce group
tutoring. If students are struggling to
get an appointment, then they can do
groups of five. Jensen said that in the
long term the AARC hopes to be able to
serve students better.
“It’s more about retention, student
success and teaching them,” he said.
“It’s what’s needed for them to be successful here at WKU.”

Wkuherald.com
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EDITORIAL

OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

TWEETS FROM
Is n’t it ju st a
bat h ro o m?

THE HILL
@Travis1Taylor: Since I've been sitting here being a DD I've seen 3 ambulances and like 10 people pulled
over. Welcome to college #WKU
— Sent 1:02am · 7 Sep 2014
@FletchTopper: Brohm: I did think
our guys played hard. I think, without question, we let one get away.
#WKU
— Sent 2:46pm · 6 Sep 2014
@14charbison: WKU parking and I
are about to throw down
— Sent 10:23pm · 7 Sep 2014
@burcgreg: #WKU fans
like..."Drake is gangsta rap!"...
— Sent 9:21pm · 7 Sep 2014

be

@amanda95smith: "You can make
it from Snell to Gary Ransdell in 15
minutes" YOU'RE WRONG
— Sent 2:15pm · 4 Sep 2014 ·
@_HSPICE_: @WKUBigRed LOVES
doing the Booty Shake at games!!!
#capitalonebigredwku
— Sent 4:21pm · 7 Sep 2014

Don't let WKU forget about
transgender Students

THE ISSUE: WKU isn’t providing proper
support for transgender students.

OUR STANCE: The administration
needs to make transgender students a
priority, and students need to continue
demanding it.

W

KU hosts an incredibly diverse student body, but every student has at least a few
things in common. We all had to apply
to study at WKU, we all use the bathroom and we all have a gender identity.
Unfortunately, when a prospective
student is filling out their application
they have to choose between male, female and no response. When they look
for a restroom, they find single-stall
utilities labeled by a gender binary.
The Campus Pride Index recently rated WKU as 2.5 out of 5 stars for LGBTfriendly policies. This is behind every
other rated university in the state.
That rating is at odds with another
rating of WKU by advocate.com. WKU
was chosen as one of the seven bravest
schools in the south due to the prevalence of student activism on campus.
Student Identity Outreach, Gender
and Women’s Studies and other organizations on the Hill do a great job of
demanding policy change.
These opposing ratings raise a

big question. If our students are
organizing and clamoring for nondiscriminatory policies, why aren’t
those changes being made?
Our rating from the Campus Pride
Index is based on several factors, but
most have to do with the fact that WKU
seems to refuse to formalize any policy
regarding transgender students.
There isn’t a formal housing process for students existing outside the
binary. Campus records don’t recognize that transgender students exist.
Faculty and staff receive no training on the issue, and many have no
idea what pronouns to use with their
students. Some aren’t aware that it’s
even an issue they need to consider.
TopNet should offer students the option to set their preferred pronouns.
Professors would receive the information along with their class rosters.
Unfortunately, WKU hasn’t made
transgender students a priority yet.
President Gary Ransdell recently
reached out to Student Identity Outreach President Andrew Salman for
advice on improving the university’s
policies. It might be a step in the
right direction, but we won’t know
until changes are seen.
None of the needed changes would
require much effort on the university’s part. These changes should be

happening as soon as possible. In
fact, WKU could look to the University of Louisville, which received a
perfect score of five stars, as a guide
for policy changes.
Students need to make sure that
Ransdell doesn’t push transgender
rights to the bottom of his to-do list
alongside pressing matters such as
the entertainment of alumni donors.
This needs to be a priority. These
changes need to happen now, while we
have the fuel to make them happen.
Students should take the results
of the Campus Pride Index and use
them. They should email housing
administrators and ask what formalized process WKU has for housing
transgender students. When Ransdell emails his requests for tailgate
attendance, students should reply
with an email asking him to formally
recognize that WKU students control their identity.
Do it, because in the United States, 46
percent of trans men and 42 percent of
trans women have attempted suicide,
according to a study by the Williams
Institute and the American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention. Compare that to
the national average rate of 4.6 percent.
WKU needs to support its transgender students, and the student
body needs to demand it.

@dabizness620: There is a guy who
plays for western Kentucky university and his name is Wonderful Terry.
No bullshit
— Sent 1:33pm · 6 Sep 2014
@KaitlinNickrent: "Screw you, you
red ass thing!" - my dad to the Western Kentucky University mascot.
#GoIllini
— Sent 12:17pm · 6 Sep 2014
@ fastmag_michael: No job for political science in bowling green, but
if you are a puppeteer I have found
an opening.
— Sent 11:13pm · 7 Sep 2014
@ ndball21: I had a good weekend
on WKU campus, I wish I would have
went here
— Sent 11:25am · 7 Sep 2014

COMMENTARY

Be a healthy Hilltopper despite the meal plan

Ericka Hardin is a Crestwood senior they weren’t offering the choices that
I wanted to eat. There are not
studying hospitality managethat many healthy options.
ment and dietetics with a conYou can get a meal plan, but if
centration in nutrition. She
you want a better option it’s goalso works as a fitness instrucing to cost you more. It’s usually
tor at the Preston Center.
two meal plans instead of one.
We asked Hardin for her perBurrito Bowl isn’t an adequate
spective as a WKU student and
response to the lack of healthy
a learning nutritionist on eatoptions. They took away
ing healthy with meal plans.
Greens-to-Go, which wasn’t the
In college, part of the experience is not having to worry about ERICKA freshest salad ever, but at least it’s
what you’re eating all the time. I HARDIN a better option than going to the
stopped getting meal plans because Chick-fil-A next to it.

Subway is fine. That’s where I spent
every single meal plan when I had
them. Sadly, they have a lot of preservatives in their food.
At Panda Express, you can always ask
for brown rice instead of white. Anything with protein, vegetables and rice
isn’t going to be that bad for you, but all
the soy sauce gives you so much extra
stuff that you don’t even think about.
If you get a pizza at Papa John’s every
now and then it’s not going to kill you,
but it isn’t the best option.
We definitely could work on bring-

ing in different options and healthier
options for students. Plus, restaurants
that are here should advertise more
their healthier options and make them
more accessible for meal plans.
There are not a lot of healthy options on campus, but there are some.
Ultimately, it comes down to the student to make that decision. If it’s important for them to eat healthy, then
those options are available. Sadly,
they have to work a little harder at
getting them.
–Ericka Hardin
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The fun page
CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
Rafferty's of Bowling Green is hiring Servers!
Apply in person Monday thru Friday
between 2pm and 4pm.
1939 Scottsville Road
Top Dollar Potential Earnings!
Great Working Atmosphere!

City of Bowling Green
AEROBICS INSTRUCTOR
Parks & Recreation Department
Instructs aerobic activities, including yoga, spinning, and
other specialty classes. CPR & First Aid
Certifications required. Classes may be taught in the
mornings, evenings, or weekend. Hours/days may vary.
$17.64 per hour. Positions open until filled.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment
application from the Human Resources Department
in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green, or
from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Certified Drug-Free Workplace.

Part time dietary aide, 16-20 hours/week, work
schedule varies. Previous experience preferred.
Duties include prep-work, limited cooking, bus-work &
clean-up, working knowledge of kitchen, appliances and
dish machine. Must pass a background check. Nice
environment, must be dependable, able to self-manage
and work independently as well as with others, under
chef supervision. Immediate start date.
Apply online at www.chandlerparkassistedliving.com or
in person at Chandler Park Assisted Living,
2643 Chandler Drive, Bowling Green, KY 42104.

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible for
the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

letters
ACROSS
48 Jack’s friend
1 How an airport
resting on the hill?
shuttle travels
51 Pull up stakes,
9 Savors, with “in”
briefly
14 Take a load off
15 Hwy. paralleling 52 1975 Pure Prairie
League hit
I-95
53 Comfy room
16 Exceptional
54 “A Few Good
practical joke?
Men” playwright
17 Wrist brand
Sorkin
18 Condos, to the
55 Supply near the
management
register
19 Arrest readings:
57 Pretentious
Abbr.
showoffs, or, another
21 Lunch spot
way, what one would
22 Michelangelo’s
do to create 16-, 23-,
“David,” e.g.
23 What bearded men 34- and 48-Across
60 War need?
get in blizzards?
26 Place to luxuriate 61 Perturbed
62 Warning sound
27 Band from
63 Storage place
Birmingham, Eng.
28 Glorifying work
29 Distressed, with DOWN
1 Appear
“up”
2 Iroquois League
30 Cast aspersions
tribe
32 Plenty
3 Wane
34 Short hike for a
4 “Shoot!”
beginner?
37 Goodman’s forte 5 NBA legend,
39 Prepare for a siege familiarly
40 “Voices Carry” pop 6 Org. that regulates
vaccines
group ‘__ Tuesday
7 Dupe
41 1964 Nobelist’s
8 Damaging
monogram
44 Destroy, in a way combination
9 On the other hand
45 Discreet email

10 “Just like me”
11 To a degree
12 Rang tragically
13 Some
discriminators
16 Tries (for)
20 Barrett of Pink
Floyd
23 Lost one’s footing
24 “Uh-uh”
25 Pope Francis, e.g.
27 Brain teaser
30 __ Jose
31 Word with living or
bitter
33 “The Situation
Room” airer
34 Top designer?
35 Reel relatives
36 Fever with chills

37 Place in
Monopoly’s orange
monopoly
38 Lower-cost
Nintendo offering
42 Relative of Inc.
43 “Consider that a
gift”
45 Dress down
46 Was too sweet
47 Pen occupants
49 “I’ll take a shot”
50 Reprimand ending
51 Hindustan ruler
54 Single-file
travelers, at times
56 Numbers for
songs?: Abbr.
58 Kung __ chicken
59 Alcatraz, e.g.:

YOUR COMMUNITY...YOUR COLLEGE
At SKYCTC you can earn a quality education at an
affordable price. Courses listed are transferable to WKU.
CLASSES BEGINNING OCTOBER 20th INCLUDE:
Introduction to Computers
Introduction to Sociology
Interpersonal Communications
Regional Geography of World
American Government

History of the US Since 1865
The Solar System
Writing II
Introduction to Music
Psychology

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF CLASSES

Go to: www.southcentral.kctcs.edu/Academics

Phone: (855) 246-2482
www.southcentral.kctcs.edu

APPLY NOW FOR CLASSES BEGINNING OCTOBER 20TH
REGISTRATION FOR THE SPRING 2015 SEMESTER BEGINS OCTOBER 1ST
kentucky community and technical college system
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WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD

Spectators photograph hot air balloons with their smartphones at the 24th annual U.S. Bank Balloons, Tunes & BBQ festival at the Bowling Green-Warren County Regional
Airport. Net proceeds from the festival are to be used by United Way to impact individuals in need located in the BRADD (Barren River Area Developmental District)
region.

lighten up
SHELLEY OWENS/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

Balloons, Tunes & BBQ vendors prepare southern comfort food behind food trucks
for crowds of hungry patrons at dinnertime.

WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD

On the count of three, ballooners inflate hot air balloons at the Bowling GreenWarren County Regional Airport on Sept. 5.

WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD

ABOVE: Yuka Fijita, 36, holds her daughter, Momo, 3, as she
watches hot air balloons glowing in unison at the Bowling
Green-Warren County Regional Airport.
SHELLEY OWENS/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

LEFT: Loving Mary performs at Balloons, Tunes & BBQ on
Sept. 5. The alternative country band hails from Nashville
and was the last act to perform, following Justin Rivers and
Bowling Green Idol.
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BRIA GRANVILLE/HERALD

Jonathan Oglesby is a WKU graduate student and founder of the organization FoFo Hari, which means "Hello Water." FoFo Hari serves to educate people, namely those living
in sub-Saharan Africa, about methods of water sanitation and hygiene to avoid disease and preserve water through art.

Graduate student works to improve water literacy in Africa
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Poverty is not a unique problem
around the world. As of one year ago,
1.2 billion people live on less than
$1.25 a day and 400 million of those
call sub-Saharan Africa home, according to the World Bank.
The landlocked African nation Niger, tucked within the same desert,
holds around 15.5 million people.
The people of this country face daily
challenges of a rising water illiteracy
rate and finding food, with a water
crisis being the root of it all.
“I keep seeing these things and
waiting for them to change, but
sometimes you have to start the
change,” said WKU graduate student
Jonathan Oglesby.
Oglesby has spent roughly 10 years
traveling to Niger and researching the
PHOTO COURTESY OF JONATHAN OGELSBY
people’s needs in order to educate
A woman from the village of Boubon, Niger performs an eye-tracking trial.
them on the source of their problem:
water illiteracy. They are not aware where someone is looking, what
The people who are learning now
of proper water sanitation, quality they’re looking at and for how long. will pass their knowledge to their
or hygiene, which leads to further is- Oglesby said it allows true reactions children and so on, hopefully exsues such as disease, he said.
and feelings to be recorded so he can panding water education to the fuAfter graduating from WKU with a accurately assess their interests and ture leaders of the nation, he said.
bachelor’s in biology and chemistry, whether or not they understand his
The process provides the people
Oglesby worked as a freelance de- lessons on water.
with information and tools they can
signer and illustrator. He hopes to
David Keeling, geography and use to help themselves through wause his artistic abilities to “tear down geology department head, said, ter issues.
walls of science” and, for the people “Jonathan’s approach is extremely
Working so closely with Niger and
of Niger, make water usage an under- innovative and has the potential to getting to know their culture and cusstandable matter.
revolutionize how we approach the toms has allowed Oglesby to make a
“I’m trying to overcome language challenges of sustainability and wa- strong impact on their water educaand culture barriers by using art to ter resource security."
tion, Keeling said.
teach them to wash their hands or
Niger relies heavily on foreign aid,
Oglesby will spend the next year
boil water or use solar disinfectant,” but often the help goes beyond the preparing funds and data to create
he said.
natives’ understanding and capabili- materials to teach in villages, clinics
His research technique is a three- ties. That is where Oglesby comes in. and schools.
part process consisting of interviews, He ensures the people comprehend
He also created an organization
surveys and eye-tracking technology. what is necessary for sufficient water. called “Fofo Hari,” which translates
It emphasizes the locals’ needs and
“I want the people of Niger to feel to “Hello Water,” that allows people
concerns by the direct consultation like they have a voice,” Oglesby said. to learn about water sanitation so
provided through the discussions “I can give them an education, and that they can teach wherever they are
and technology.
then they can have an active role in
Eye-tracking technology measures decisions made on their behalf.”
SEE OGLESBY PAGE B3

Secular Student Alliance begins meetings
BY LASHANA HARNEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
On a campus where there are numerous religious groups, WKU’s
Secular Student Alliance is one of the
only organizations on campus that
serves as a place to give a voice to students who identify as atheists, agnostics or non-religious.
WKU’s SSA is a non-profit organization affiliated with the national SSA
with the mission to create an open forum for all secular students at WKU.
Their first meeting of the school
year was held on Tuesday, Aug. 26.
“We wanted to build a community
for atheists and agnostics,” Lexington
senior Ryan Peach, SSA chair, said
Although the organization abstains
from religion, they are not anti-religious.

Bowling Green sophomore Michael
Schrader, SSA public relations officer,
said members of the group “are advocates for separation of church and
state, for science education, honesty,
openness and ideas.”
SSA currently consists of about 10 to
15 members, but the alliance hopes
to expand.
Due to the relatively small size of
the group, Schrader said the group
tends to be very close.
“We are friends first,” he said.
The group meets every Tuesday at
4:30 p.m. in room 900 in Cravens Library to discuss secular issues. The
faculty advisor over the organization
is Jerry Daday, interim executive director for the Center for Faculty Development.
SSA keeps students updated by

posting on the group Facebook page.
There have been previous versions
of SSA in the past.
“We had kind of a weak version,”
Schrader said. “About five of us would
get together and meet, but it died out
quickly. So, some of us decided to reinvigorate it and rework the Facebook
group at the beginning of last semester.”
In April, the alliance held an event at
Centennial Mall coined Ask-an-Atheist Day to help clarify misconceptions
about those who aren’t religious.
“A lot of reasons we have problems
are because most people fear what
they don’t know. So, on Ask-An-Atheist Day, we wanted people to ask us
what they wanted to know,” Schrader
said.

SEE ALLIANCE PAGE B3

NOW PLAYING

‘November
Man’ uneven,
cliche ridden,
unoriginal
BY JACKSON FRENCH
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
“The November Man” has everything a good spy thriller needs except
an identity of its own. Though not terrible, the film’s not especially good
either. It’s nothing more than just anpy movie.
other spy
The film is essentiall
tially a parade of
genre clichés. You
ge
have an aging spy
h
ccalled back into
a
action, a doubleccrossing agency,
a daughter in need
of rescue
r
and alliestur
turned-enemies. It’s
Jackson French all here and it’s all
approached in the
most formulaic and predictable way
possible.
That’s not to say none of it is enjoyable. “The November Man” contains a
few decent action scenes. Most fights
and chases are entertaining though
unspectacular. Sadly, some of them
are hampered by lazy editing, which
drains out the dynamism and excitement.
“The November Man” is a vehicle
for Pierce Brosnan, who doesn’t seem
to care much about putting on a good
performance. Sometimes his acting is
fine, and sometimes it’s unconvincing. He’s also unintentionally hilarious
when portraying anger. The only way
he seems to know how to communicate rage is shouting incoherently at
times that don’t feel appropriate.
It’s not all Brosnan’s fault. Most actors wouldn’t know what to do with a
role this unevenly written. Peter Devereaux, the agent Brosnan plays, is
coldly detached in some scenes and
weirdly sentimental in others. Inconsistency in motivations, desires and
behaviors is a trait shared with most
of the other characters, especially allyturned-enemy David Mason, played
by Luke Bracey.
“The November Man” is armed with
all the ingredients necessary for a
good spy movie. Unfortunately, halfhearted acting, terrible dialogue and
a script that withholds crucial plot details from the audience drags it down.
After these flaws take their toll, the film
is left as nothing more than the kind of
movie found on late-night television.
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Big Red competes in National Mascot Competition
BY ERIAN BRADLEY
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

This year Big Red will be competing once again in an online
mascot challenge sponsored
by Capital One. Big Red started
entering this competition in
2002, and this will be the tenth
time Big Red has participated.
The annual competition includes 16 mascots from other
universities. To get into the
competition, a university has
to submit a form online and a
short video of its mascot doing
their signature moves and interacting with fans.
The routine has to be roughly two or three minutes, and
WKU gets help with that from
other sources.
“It’s not our expertise,” Marketing Assistant Paula Davids said.
Davids also holds the title of
being Big Red’s “mom.”
Along with coming up with a
routine, the universities have
to post their video online. Big
Red’s video is found on YouTube
under the account WKUSports.

Big Red has never won first
place in this competition. The
closest he’s ever gotten to the
top spot was fourth place.
“It’s really hard to compete
with bigger schools because
their fan base and alumni is
large,” Davids said.
The competition is not all up
to the mascot. Students and
alumni must participate.
Each week the website posts
new challenges to support
their mascot. Votes are earned
through points. There is a 100
point challenge, a 50 point challenge and a 1 point challenge.
The 100 point challenge
requires voters to submit a
photo or video to Twitter, Instagram or Facebook of a specific action, such as executing
the mascot’s dance move.
Capital One judges will review the submissions and give
the 100 points to their school’s
mascot. The 50 point challenge is done through sharing mascot pride on Twitter
or Facebook, and one point
is awarded for clicking a “vote

TANNER COLE/HERALD

Big Red pumps up the crowd of freshmen at the 2014 MASTER Plan convocation.
now” button on the website.
The prize for winning the
challenge is $20,000.
Even if Big Red doesn’t win,

CHOOSE YOUR PATH
FROM HILLTOP

TO WORLD

WKU still receives $5,000 from
Capital One for entering in
the challenge to go toward the
mascot program.

To vote in the competition,
go to capitalonemascots.com.
The competition will run
through the week of Nov. 10.

SEPTEMBER 9, 2014

WKUHERALD.COM

B3

Student group aims to increase awareness of SARC
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
The Student Accessibility Resource Center, formerly
Student Disability Services,
consists of a collection of staff
working toward a common
goal: to ensure students with
disabilities are able to experience and gain a broad college
education at WKU.
A new student volunteer
group has made it their mission to scour campus and the
city to raise awareness about
the programs offered through
SARC.
The group is called Mastering Accessible Possibilities for
Students, or MAPS.
“It is important to help our
students feel like they are also
a part of the WKU community and do have a collective
voice,” Matthew Davis, coordinator for SARC, said. “The
students involved with MAPS
currently want to help other
students with disabilities to
realize that receiving help
from SARC is an asset and not

something they should shy
away from or be apprehensive about during their college career.”
Davis said MAPS also gives
those involved an opportunity to educate students, faculty and staff about disabilities
from their own view point.
Sam Moore, a graduate student from Henderson who is
blind, jumped on board with
the project in January and
was elected vice president of
the group. Moore, like others
involved with MAPS, wanted
to share the benefits SARC
brought during his undergraduate years with others.
“There are lots of people out
there that don’t know about
the programs they offer. It
needs to be publicized a little
better,” Moore said.
He said he came to WKU in
2006 and was involved with
SARC until he graduated. He
came back in 2013 for graduate school and became involved again.
“Every class is different in
terms of its demands and

requirements, and personnel from the office assist me
in adapting and adjusting
as necessary in my efforts to
fulfill mandatory duties and
responsibilities within each
course," Moore said.
This is Moore’s last semester
at WKU, and he credits SARC
with many of his accomplishments. Moore said SARC provided guides to unfamiliar locations on campus, provided
him with readers for tests and
hired tutors for classes which
were “extremely visual in nature.”
“They are the reason for a
lot of my success at WKU,” he
said. “It’s something I’ve been
a part of for all these years and
it means a lot to do what I can
to help.”
Through SARC, students
can receive assistance with
scheduling for classes and
arranging specifications they
need for classes such as alternative testing schedules.
SARC also helps students
build or enhance relationships and communication

with their professors.
SARC also makes sure every student is able to attend
classes without barriers. This
means making sure that each
student can get to class without problems and also have
the resources to do well in the
class.
MAPS plans to spread the
word about these programs
throughout the community
as a whole, not limiting their
efforts to campus. They hope
to equip their intended audience with a better understanding of services provided
by SARC.
“In order to reach out to
the WKU community, members of MAPS intend to make
appearances in numerous
classrooms across campus
to spread the word about the
organization and its mission,”
Moore said.
He said they also hope to go
to area high schools to speak
to prospective students about
SARC and its mission.
Moore said the group is also
assembling flyers and infor-

mation packets to distribute around campus, and at
“Focus on WKU” events held
throughout the region.
“It is hoped that this will also
serve as a recruiting tool for
new members in our quest to
foster growth within the MAPS
family,” he said.
The program is still in its
youth, but the team already
has a strong idea of what they
want to accomplish.
Davis said he hopes MAPS
will grow into a student-run
organization and his involvement will lessen over the next
few years.
“My hope is to show that
students, with a wide range of
disabilities, can succeed and
have some of the same challenges/successes as most of
the student body,” Davis said.
“My hope is to help students
that do not have a disability learn from those students
who live with these challenges
every day and collaborate together to spread awareness
and focus on abilities and not
disabilities.”

Calendar

Tuesday, sept. 9
WKU vs. MTSU Competition Blood Drive
Location: Preston Center
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Student Government Association meeting
Location: DSU 2081
Time: 5 p.m.

Relay for Life
Location: DSU 2086
Time: 5:30 p.m.

Mary E. Hensley Lecture Series: Stephen Ritz
Location: Van Meter Hall
Time: 7 p.m.

Wednesday, sept. 10
WKU vs. MTSU Competition Blood Drive
Centennial Market: The Colors of Ecuador
Location: Preston Center
Location: Centennial Mall
Time: 11 a.m.
Time: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Bluegrass Jams
Location: Fraternal Order of Police Lodge
Time: 5:30 p.m.

thursday, sept. 11
The Extended Mission on Mars
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 7 p.m.

9/11 candlelight vigil
Location: Guthrie Bell Tower
Time: 8 p.m.

Friday, sept. 12
Ice Cream & A Moovie
Movie: "Muppets Most Wanted"
Location: Chaney’s Dairy Barn
Time: 5 p.m.

saturday, sept. 13
Second Saturdays Street Fair
Location: Fountain Square Park
Time: 10 a.m.

Southern Kentucky Team Penning Association Show
Location: Leonard D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center
Time: 1 p.m.

Brews & Tunes
Location: Mellow Mushroom
Time: 11 a.m.

Ice Cream & A Moovie
Movie: "Muppets Most Wanted"
Location: Chaney’s Dairy Barn
Time: 5 p.m.

sunday, sept. 14

monday, sept. 15

The Extended Mission on Mars
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 2 p.m.

HOLAS Meeting
Location: DSU 3004
Time: 6 p.m.

ALLIANCE

Continued from life

Peach said plans for this year include
hosting debates, movies and more
meetings.
Schrader said the group hasn’t had
any problems participating in events
on campus, but that the group has occasionally encountered people who
misunderstood atheists and agnostics.
“For instance, one day I went to a
bible study and a lot of what I heard
was well-intentioned people who were

OGLESBY

Continued from life
in the world.
“Both researcher and community

very misinformed about atheists and
agnostic people,” said Schrader.
However, Schrader said that’s not always the case and WKU seems to be a
very open-minded campus.
Members of SSA represent various
backgrounds and beliefs, creating
a diverse organization. SSA accepts
everyone who decides they want to
join.
“Christians are even welcome to the
SSA,” said Schrader. “We don’t exclude
anyone.”

members can learn from each other
and provide opportunities to share
successes and failures with other
groups in other regions of the world,”
Oglesby said.
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SOCCER

WKU falls to Tennessee, rebounds against Evansville

BY HALEY RUCKMAN

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers welcomed
Tennessee and Evansville to
the WKU Soccer Complex this
weekend, and although they
dropped their first matchup
with the Lady Vols on Friday,
WKU rebounded for a victory
over the Lady Aces on Sunday.
WKU (3-1) held a 6-4 shot
attempt advantage through
the first half of play on Friday,
but Tennessee (2-2) fired off 13
shots to the Lady Toppers’ one
in the second half en route to
the 2-0 victory.
The difference for the Lady
Vols came in the ninth and the
57th minute as Tennessee’s
Hannah Wilkinson and Cheyenne Spade found the back of
the net, respectively.
Wilkinson managed her
goal on a breakaway that was
assisted by Spade and she returned the favor on the next
goal as she found Spade for a
successful header.
The two Tennessee goals
were the first two given up by
freshman goalkeeper Allison
Leone this season. She totaled
four saved shot attempts in
the game.
“We felt good about how we
played even if it was a loss,”
Head Coach Jason Neidell
said. “Tennessee is a good
team, and we played them
hard the whole game.”
After a tough loss against
Tennessee, WKU rebounded
for a 2-0 win over Evansville
in their third shutout of the
season. WKU secured the win
despite the Lady Aces’ 19-12
overall shot lead and 10-3 corner kick advantage.
Freshman midfielder Hannah Chua gave the Lady Toppers the lead at the 8:13 mark
with a dart from just outside
the box, which marked her
first career goal.
“We knocked it around a lot
in the midfield and up to the
forwards," Chua said. "And
when I got the ball I knew I
wanted to shoot it, so I pushed
into the space and I just hit it.”
A penalty kick by sophomore
forward Iris Dunn in the 88th

NICK WAGNER/HERALD

WKU senior midfielder Allie Auscherman (21) collides with Evansville’s Tatiana Pagan (11) during Sunday’s bout at the WKU Soccer
Complex.
minute sealed the deal for the
Lady Toppers. The penalty attempt was set up by an Evansville handball in the box.
Leone had five saved goals
and recorded her third shutout of the season.
“It was hard to go down,”
Chua said. “But we knew we
wanted to get back on the winning track, and everyone came
out and worked hard today.”
Neidell said the Lady Toppers
were a bit fatigued in the second game of the weekend, but
responded well nonetheless.
“I think the biggest thing is
that we have a young team
and we have to learn to play
Friday and then turn around
and play Sunday,” Neidell
said. “...I felt like we gained
confidence both games.”
WKU will be back in action
on Friday in New Haven, Connecticut for the Yale Tournament.

HARRISON HILL/HERALD

WKU junior forward Lauren Moats moves the ball downfield during the WKU vs. University of Tennessee game on Sept. 5. The Lady Toppers lost 2-0 to the Lady Vols.

VOLLEYBALL

Lucas, O’Connell shine as WKU wins fifth straight
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU volleyball team is off to a
6-2 start for the season, after notching
four wins this weekend at the Dr. Mary
Jo Wynn Invitational in Springfield,
Missouri.
The Lady Toppers have strung together five wins, securing a homeopening victory against Belmont
a week ago and trumping University of the Incarnate Word, Missouri
State University, Milwaukee and
Oral Roberts University over the
weekend.
Senior Heather Boyan garnered tournament MVP honors, hitting .326 with
37 kills and 16 blocks.
Freshman Jessica Lucas and sophomore Georgia O’Connell were named
to the All-Tournament Team.
Lucas tabbed 146 assists on the week-

end, while O’Connell tallied 63 digs.
The team struggled early in its first
matchup against Incarnate Word, but
with Lucas’ double-double, 30 assists
and 18 digs, the Lady Toppers powered
through three close sets for the sweep
at 25-21, 25-18 and 25-20. The doubledouble was the first of Lucas’ career.
WKU would render the best hitting
clip of .314 in the final frame and seal
the sweep.
“We looked, in my opinion, weak last
week against Belmont,” Head Coach
Travis Hudson said. “And I think we
looked really rough in the first game
of the tournament against Incarnate
Word. And, after surviving and getting
that win, I think we were all a little concerned about how the rest of the weekend was going to be like.”
Lucas was left hungry for more and
would spearhead the Lady Topper attack later that night against, host team,

Missouri State, handing them a dominating sweep at 25-18, 25-14 and 2518.
Lucas managed 40 assists in the contest, with the team totaling a .330 hitting percentage for the match. Junior
Haley Bodway smashed a season-high
13 kills for a .500 hitting clip. O’Connell
mustered up another attention-grabbing defensive display, this time with a
career-high 21 digs.
“Friday night against Missouri State
we really began to settle into our game,
and luckily we were able to carry that
on through the weekend,” Hudson
said.
The two wins marked the end of
the first day of competition for WKU,
but they were back at it again on Saturday. First up was Milwaukee, who
proved to be a true test when they
broke the Lady Toppers’ 11-set winning streak.
The Lady Toppers pulled out a 3-1
win at 25-19, 26-24, 23-25 and 26-24,
but it took a concerted team effort to
pull it out, as WKU went into its first
fourth set of the season.
With the extra set in place, four Lady
Toppers found themselves with double-digit kills. Boyan led the squad
with 14, followed by junior Noelle Langenkamp’s 13. Freshman Alyssa Cavanaugh had 12 and Bodway tallied 11.
Lucas and O’Connell lost no momentum from the previous days successes
– Lucas managed a career-high 42 assists and O’Connell totaled 17 digs.
However, the team struggled with
consistency.
“We track earned versus unearned
points,” Hudson explained. “And we
were just giving up an unacceptable
amount of points that we had control
over. So, we really tried to move into an

individual direction – don’t think about
what the team can do, but what each
individual player can do. Once we did
that, things really started to pick up.”
Oral Roberts was the last test for the
young Lady Topper squad over the
weekend. The Golden Eagles would
prove to be worthy opponents, as they
took the Lady Toppers into a fourth set
– something that had not happened
prior to Saturday.
The sweep was just points away, yet
Oral Roberts slid past the Lady Toppers in the second set, 23-25. The final
scores were 25-16, 23-25, 25-14 and 2515.
It was another strong showing for
the Lady Toppers in the hit category,
as Boyan, Cavanaugh and Langenkamp had 11 kills apiece. Langenkamp hit at a .625 mark for the contest.
Lucas would finish out her impressive weekend adding 34 assists to her
tally, and O’Connell remained solid in
the back, with 17 digs.
Five Lady Toppers posted two or
more blocks, with the team tallying a
total of 12.
Boyan led the way with seven, including four solo blocks, while Langenkamp had four.
“I’m very happy we were able to
go and win the tournament, but we
still have so much to do,” Hudson
said. “We have kind of identified
how to get better, but if you look at
our schedule, we have had very little
practice time. Not until next week
will we have a full week of practice.
With that being said, I’m more focused on if our team is moving in the
right direction than wins and losses,
and I know our team is moving in the
right direction.”
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WKU altering safety precautions for Smith Stadium
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
A smoke alarm mishap during WKU’s season-opening
football game versus the
Bowling Green State Falcons
has prompted university officials, WKU athletics and the
WKU Police Department to
review the university’s safety
precautions.
In the second quarter of

WKU’s 59-31 win on Friday,
Aug. 29, smoke alarms were
triggered by steam deriving
from a newly-designated food
preparation area of Smith Stadium.
“Centerplate, our concessionaire, has actually added a
lot to their menu this year, and
because they’re offering more
food than ever, and we also
have Moonlite Bar-B-Q coming in, they’re preparing food

FOOTBALL

Continued from SPORTS
points, whereas Saturday’s bout was
just an eight-point decision.
Redshirt senior quarterback Brandon
Doughty threw his first interception of
the season in the fourth quarter, but it
was his first interception in 176 pass
attempts, and he was just three passing yards shy of being the only WKU
quarterback to throw for more than
300 yards in consecutive games.
Junior running back Leon Allen led

SIDELINES

Continued from SPORTS
losses,” redshirt senior offensive lineman Cameron Clemmons said. “You
take it for what it is. We came in yesterday and watched the film and learned
from it and made the corrections. We
move on and don’t make it a bigger

in areas of the stadium that we
hadn’t previously done so,” Athletic Director Todd Stewart said.
The referees were informed
that the alarm wasn’t an emergency situation and were
given the option to resume
play. Play resumed, but fans
filed out of Smith Stadium
because the emergency announcement would not allow
any other communication
systems, including the press

box microphone or the head
referee’s microphone, to work
properly.
“The system kicked in and
the biggest problem for us
was it locked out all the communication systems,” Stewart
said. “So we literally could not
make an announcement…
we’re putting a more traditional detector in the cooking
area than the smoke alarm
that was in there. If it happens

again, we will be able to make
a very quick announcement.”
As part of the enhanced precautions, WKU will add additional functionality to the fire
alarms so that all remaining
communication systems can
be used during the alarm. In
addition, the university has
changed the smoke alarms
in the food preparation area
to heat alarms as opposed to
steam alarms.

the way on the ground for WKU with
122 rushing yards on 24 attempts, 174
all-purpose yards and a touchdown.
Allen carried 28 times for 93 yards and
a touchdown against Bowling Green
State.
“It gives us more confidence,” Allen
said after the game. “I don’t think 11
wins sounds too bad. We made some
mistakes in this game. We’ll make our
corrections for next week…take it one
game at a time.”
The WKU defense forced its first
two turnovers of the season in the

third quarter — one on a 95-yard
fumble recovery that was returned
for a touchdown by redshirt junior
Wonderful Terry and the second on
an interception by redshirt junior
Prince Charles Iworah that was returned for 20 yards.
Terry’s strip-and-score led to Conference USA Defensive Player of the Week
honors.
“I feel like we played up to our potential,” senior linebacker Terran Williams said. “…In the second half we
let some big plays break out, and we

stayed on the field a little too long,
but sometimes that’s part of football.
I feel like we learned from our mistakes, and we’ll come out better next
week.”
The Hilltoppers will target their confidence against former Sun Belt foe
Middle Tennessee in Murfreesboro,
Tennessee on Saturday at 6 p.m. CDT.
The rivalry is already the most storied
in the C-USA, with WKU and the Blue
Raiders having faced off a total of 63
times. MTSU leads the all-time series,
33-29-1.

deal than what it really is.”
So let’s digress, because it’s rivalry
week. The MTSU/WKU rivalry has
been renewed, and it’s the first conference game as a member of Conference
USA for the Hilltoppers. You couldn’t
paint a more perfect welcome into
the conference than pitting these two
together for both teams’ first league

games of the year.
MTSU is in a situation much like
WKU. They owned Savannah State in
the opener and came back in the second half to lose a close game to a Big
Ten team in Minnesota.
Only the players on WKU’s team have
a memory of playing the Blue Raiders
– WKU’s coaches weren’t around when

they last met, but the intensity of the
rivalry will still remain high.
Week two, this year at Illinois, presented a similar scenario, comparable
to week two last season at Tennessee. If
WKU wants to change what happened
in week three last year, a game against
their biggest rival might be the perfect
time to flip the script.
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Getting Back

on Track

WKU held a 27-21 advantage heading into the
final quarter of Saturday’s matchup at Illinois,
but the Fighting Illini capitalized on two Hilltopper turnovers in the fourth quarter and belted out 21 points, which sealed the 42-34 loss.
Despite the final score, Head Coach Jeff
Brohm and the Hilltoppers left Champaign, Illinois with an added sense of optimism.
“We’re a good football team,” Brohm said after the game. “I think we can compete with
anybody we play. I think we have guys that are
improving and getting better every week. They
played hard. We made some plays.”
WKU falls to 0-5 all-time against the Big Ten
with the loss, but the Hilltoppers’ previous four
losses (twice to Indiana, once to Nebraska and
once to Wisconsin) came by an average of 23.7
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Tops confident despite loss at Illinois
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
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BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Stop me if you’ve
seen this scenario before: A WKU football
team plays a flawless
first game followed by
a game of miscues and
mistakes in a loss.
I’ve heard that song
before
too, but the
Elliott Pratt
tune was a bit more
upbeat this time around.
WKU’s trip to Illinois, during week
two of this season, was a lot different
than its week two visit to Tennessee
last year. There’s much more confidence and optimism this time – and
for good reason.
The Hilltoppers didn’t play awfully,
but they didn’t play phenomenally either. Looking back to last season, their
performance at Tennessee was simply
atrocious, due to five turnovers in a
six-play span.
WKU didn’t have to play a Southeastern Conference team on the road this
time. Instead, they tested their road
resiliency against one of the bottomtier teams of the Big Ten.
WKU was 15 minutes away from an
upset with a 27-21 lead in the fourth
quarter. Then, like in many games last
year, the Hilltoppers stopped playing
aggressive football just long enough to
let mistakes cost them a win.
With a little over two minutes off the
clock, Illinois had scored two quick
touchdowns to retake the lead. One of
those scores came off a pick-six from
redshirt senior quarterback Brandon
Doughty.
Just like that, WKU let one get away.
The team’s eyes were opened and let
them know how fast victory can escape their grasp.
“We just need to understand, especially in our new conference now, we
have tough competition,” Head Coach
Jeff Brohm said. “You’re going to have
to play well for four quarters. I think
if our guys continue to fight and get
better each and every day, learn how
small the difference is between winning and losing, that you’ve got to stay
focused and locked in and play hard
and play for all four quarters. If we can
do that and sustain that, we’ll have a
chance to win the ball game.”
That seems to be the problem with
the ‘could of,’ ‘would of,’ ‘should of’
games that WKU has let slip away.
With the exception of the Tennessee game last season, the Hilltoppers
haven’t been completely outmatched
in their losses the past two seasons.
Following last season’s loss at Tennessee, WKU played three solid quarters
of football at South Alabama, before
Doughty threw three interceptions.
The fact that the Hilltoppers were
that close to victory, against a team
they were essentially supposed to lose
to, has to be a good sign of the future
for Brohm and company.
For the first time in a while, this is a
loss you can take more positives from
than negatives. While the run game
was absent in the first game, junior
running back Leon Allen finally got it
rolling with 118 yards on the ground.
Outside of the pick-six, Doughty’s performance wasn’t bad, considering it
was on the road against a team wearing orange.
If the play continues to follow the
script, week three this season could
prove to follow suit to last year, but this
team is more experienced and mature
now, with different plans in mind.
“We really preach not getting too
high after wins and not too low after

Hilltoppers defensive back Prince Charles Iworah (30) elevates in front of Illinois' Geronimo Allison (8) for an interception during the third quarter on Sept. 6 at Memorial Stadium in Champaign, Illinois.

WKU junior running back Leon Allen (33) hurdles Illinois' Taylor Barton (3)
on Sept. 6 in a matchup against the Fighting Illini.

Tops take
lessons from
Illinois into
rivalry week

